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Prospect Lake has entered a self-relnforcmg decllne cycle

The lake is getting sicker, and it's speeding up. Rising phosphorus,
falling oxygen, more algae, and fast-spreading Eurasian watermilfoil
are no longer separate problems—they're feeding each other.

o Summer layers form
Warm water sits above

colder deeper water

Dead plants use a Deep water
even more oxygen loses oxygen
Without water layers
mixing, deeper water
gradually runs out of
oxygen.

As algae,
cyanobacteria* and
Eurasian watermilfoil
decompose, even
more oxygen is
consumed, keeping

the cycle going.

Plants, algae, and Ty The lake releases
cyanobacteria grow | stored phosphorus
The extra phosphorus feeds algae, Low oxygen allows |
cyanobacteria and invasive Eurasian phosphorus trapped in
watermilfoil growth. As they die and the lake bottom to enter
decompose, even more oxygen is the water.
consumed.

*Cyanobacteria, commonly called “blue-green algae”

Scientists call this process eutrophication: the lake becomes overloaded with nutrients,
leading to excessive Eurasian watermilfoil growth, cyanobacteria blooms that can
produce toxins, and declining fish & wildlife habitat. Eventually the lake may die.

Together we can protect Prospect Lake, today and
for generations to come.
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